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Autism awareness: Response tips for firefighters 

A first responder is seven times more likely to come in contact with an individual 
with autism than the average person 

By Fire Captain John M. Sokol 
Prevent-educate.org 

Knowing that an emergency situation involves an individual with autism is important, 
from the dispatcher to the first responders on scene. When the dispatcher includes the 
phrase "the individual has autism," what is going to be your reaction?  

Is autism something you just heard about or are you prepared for a situation that will be 
unique and unpredictable? The answer could mean the difference of injury or death to 
the first responder or individual, or an emergency situation with a safe outcome for 
everyone involved. 

Read complete article at Firerescue1.com: Autism awareness: Response tips for 

firefighters 
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