
Richard "Dick" Tanner Obituary 

 

 Richard “Dick” Tanner, a lifelong Watertown native, was born 

on May 17, 1935, and passed away peacefully on May 3, 

2026, at the age of 90, leaving behind a legacy of service, 

craftsmanship, and unwavering devotion to those he loved. 

 Calling hours will be held on Friday, May 8, 2026 from 12:00 

p.m. to 2:00 p.m. at Reed & Benoit Funeral Home. A funeral 

service will immediately follow at 2:00 p.m. at the funeral 

home with Rev. Leon VanWie officiating. Burial with military 

honors will then take place in Glenwood Cemetery. 

 Born and raised in Watertown, New York to Donald Eugene Tanner and Berenice 

Addie Russell (O'Connor), Dick graduated from Watertown High School in 1954. He 

married his beloved wife Mary on June 16, 1956, in Dexter, New York, and together they 

built a life rooted in community and commitment. This year, they would have celebrated 

70 years of marriage, a testament to a love that was steadfast, enduring, and deeply 

cherished. 

 Dick’s career spanned decades of dedicated service. He spent thirty years with 

Coca-Cola before retiring, thirty-five years in the Naval Reserve, and forty-five years as 

a devoted member of the Town of Watertown Fire Department, serving as a fireman and 

later Fire Commissioner for over 20 years. He was always active in the Town of 

Watertown Fire District for twenty-two years and held longstanding membership in the 

Elks Club, Eagles Club, North Side Improvement League, and American Legion — 

communities where he built deep and lasting friendships. 

 Beyond his professional achievements, Dick was a phenomenal carpenter whose 

hands could craft beauty and functionality from wood. Those who knew him best will 

remember his creativity, his skill, and the care he poured into every project. 

 Dick was preceded in death by his father, Donald Eugene Tanner, who passed in 

1987, his mother, Berenice Addie Russell (O'Connor), who passed in 2004, and his 

sister Sharon Elaine Smith, born September 13, 1945, who passed at the age of 77. 

 He is survived by his wife Mary; his son Brian Tanner and his wife Linda, and 

their two children Trevor and Tessa Tanner; his daughter Linda Scanlin and her partner 

Dr. Kenneth Fish, and her daughter Taylour Scanlin; and his sister Betty Ann Gifford of 

Ohio. 

 He was a loving husband, father, and grandfather aka "Poppy" who cherished 

time with his family and remained active and engaged well into his retirement years. 

 In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to the Town of Watertown Ambulance 

Squad, PO Box 170, Watertown, NY 13601. 

 Arrangements are entrusted to Reed & Benoit Funeral Home, Inc. and 

condolences may be shared online at www.reedbenoit.com. 

 


